DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

With the death of Queen Victoria the sixty years
story of her and her five daughters comes to its close.
Since the early days of their happy childhood when
the eldest observed" le tableau qui se dtroule a mes pieds"
there had been dark waters of trouble to be passed
through, and bereavements grievous in themselves
and bitter in their consequences, but all alike had
found in their mother firm and unfailing comfort.
In turn they had rendered her the eager obedience
of devotion to one who was not only their loving
mother but their Queen* Again and again in the
letters of the two eldest daughters this double aspect
is apparent. They thank her, with recognition of
the honour done them for some deed of kindness to
them or theirs, and cc kiss her dear hands.35 This
was no empty phrase, nor a mere formula to express
the dutiful respect with which the daughters of that
day were taught to regard their parents. The rever-
ence was real, and so far from imposing formality on
filial affection, it enhanced it. The two emotions
were fused together and the conscious sense of loyalty
was one with love.
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